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Epistle Reading  Galatians 6:11-18 
 
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is 
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to 
be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross 
of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the 
law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. 
But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither 
circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace 
and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth 
let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading   Luke 16:19-31 
 
The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazaros, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's 
table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and 
was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and 
was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazaros in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, 
have mercy upon me, and send Lazaros to dip the end of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son, 
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazaros in 
like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 
And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order 
that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may 
cross from there to us.' And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my 
father's house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment.' But Abraham said, 'They have Moses, and the 
prophets; let them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some 
one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to them, 'If they do 
not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one 
should rise from the dead.'" 



Message from Fr. Michael.... 
  
Dearly Beloved Faithful: 
  
In the Holy Gospel reading today, we heard the story of a rich man asking the 
Lord about inheriting eternal life. During the time that Jesus walked the earth, a 
wealthy Jew was often wealthy because he had worked with the oppressive 
Romans often at the cost of his own people. We heard that he adhered to 
the commandments yet he betrayed his own people. His obedience to the Law of 
Moses was a superficial obedience and was not a spiritually deep routed one with 
love. His displayed a false piety which served to distract others from his unpious 
ways. He learns that “to inherit life” he must sell his possessions, “and give to the 
poor” and become a follower of Jesus he turns away in sorrow “for he was very 
rich.” He is condemned for his love of worldly things. The rich man places greater 
value on his earthy treasures than those he should lay up for himself in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He is so consumed with his love of wealth that he is truly 
lost. He is willing to give up eternal salvation in order to hold on to his worldly 
possessions. It is though he loves his possessions more than he loves God. 
Although the rich man stated, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” St Clement wrote that this was a trick by the rich man to try to “convict 
Christ of introducing laws of His own and of dishonoring the commandments 
spoken by the most wise Moses” (Commentary on Luke, Homily 122, quoted in 
quoted in ACCS, NT, vol III: Luke, p., 283). 
 
The rich man was not looking to establish a friendship with our Lord. The rich 
man was fooling no one but himself. He was actually poisoning his own soul 
through his own misguidedness. Salvation, i.e. inheritance of eternal life, joy, and 
peace could have been granted to him and all he had to do was to follow Christ. If 
he understood and adhered to a life of self-denial, then he would have moved 
away from the temporal or worldly things and sought refuge with those things 
which are everlasting.  
 
Brothers and sisters, are we leading a life f misguidedness? Are we too 
concerned about what we could acquire on Black Friday shopping in stores? Are 
we too busy complaining about the workings of our church without trying to help 
God's Church? Do we sit back and let others labor for God while we do nothing to 
keep God's Church lovingly united? Do we point our finger at others while note 
realizing that there are three fingers pointing right back at us? St. Paul wrote in 2 
Corintians:8-12: “If there be a ready mind, it is accepted according to what a man 
has and not according to what he has not”  Are we the rich man who walks sad 
due to not being ready for joy? We are not that type of person! For that type of 
person prefers to carry the weight of his own sin rather than acquiring the 
freedom that is gained from taking up the Cross and following our loving Lord, 
Jesus. 
 
May we lay up treasures in Heaven as our prayers ascend as one, I remain 
In His service, 
 
+Fr. Michael 
 
 
 



5th Sunday of Luke 
 
Galaktion & his wife Episteme, the Martyrs of Emesa 
 
Saint Galaktion was from Emesa, the son of Cleitophon and Leucippe, 
pagans who had been instructed in piety by a certain Christian named 
Onuphrius and received holy Baptism. Saint Episteme, born of unbelieving 
parents, was baptized before she was wedded to Galaktion. After their 
marriage they remained in virginity and lived in separate monastic houses. 
Betrayed as Christians, they suffered martyrdom during the reign of Decius, 
about the year 250. 
 
Patrobos, Gaios, Hermas, Linos, & Philologos, 
Apostles of the 70 
 
Paul the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople 
 
 
Saint Paul was from Thessalonica. He became the secretary of Alexander, 
Patriarch of Constantinople (see Aug. 30), a deacon, and then the successor 
of Saint Alexander in about 337. Because of his virtue, his eloquence in 
teaching, and his zeal for Orthodoxy, the Arians hated and feared him. When 
the Arian Emperor Constantius, who was in Antioch, learned of Paul's 
election, he exiled Paul and proclaimed the Arian Eusebius Patriarch. Saint 
Paul went to Rome, where he found Saint Athanasius the Great also in exile. 
Provided with letters by Pope Julius, Paul returned to Constantinople, and 
after the death of Eusebius in 342, ascended again his rightful throne; the 
Arians meanwhile elected Macedonius, because he rejected the Son's con-
substantiality with the Father (and the divinity of the Holy Spirit besides). 
When Constantius, yet at Antioch, learned of Paul's return, he sent troops to 
Constantinople to drive Paul out. The Saint returned to Rome, where Saint 
Athanasius also was again in exile. Constans, Emperor of the West, 
Constantius' brother, but Orthodox, wrote to Constantius that if Athanasius 
and Paul were not allowed to return to their sees, he would come with troops 
to restore them him-self. So Paul again returned to his throne. After the death 
of Constans, however, Constantius had Paul deposed. Because of the love of 
the people for Saint Paul, Philip the Prefect, who was sent for him, was 
compelled to arrest him secretly to avoid a sedition. Paul was banished to 
Cucusus, on the borders of Cilicia and Armenia; a town through which his 
most illustrious successor, Saint John Chrysostom would also pass on his 
way to Comana in his last exile. In Cucusus, about the year 350, as Saint 
Paul was celebrating the Divine Liturgy in the little house where he was a 
prisoner, the Arians strangled him with his own omophorion, so much did they 
fear him even in exile. His holy relics were brought back to Constantinople 
with honour by the Emperor Theodosius the Great. 
 
 
 



 
FATHER MICHAEL REQUESTS…that we, as a faithful community keep the 
following individuals in our prayers: Michalena (Skiadas) Sukenik, Suzanne Vaishnani, 
daughter of Ted Simon, and Presbytera Magdalena Michalopulos. Please notify Fr. 
Michael if you have anyone else who should be included for special prayers.  May they 
be under the grace and tender watch of our Lord. 
 
 
Today, during the Divine Liturgy, before Holy Communion, we will have a 40 
Day Blessing for Eleni (Alikakos) Steed - the Churching of Nicholas Apollo 
Steed, son of Brendon and Eleni. Congratulations to the Steed and Alikakos 
Families and our prayers and good wishes go out to them! 
 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER ELECTIONS ARE COMING UP SOON! 
Please submit names of nominations for the upcoming Parish Council election 
to Fr. Michael or to elections committee chairman Ted Simon. The 
nominations will be reported at the GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING on 
Sunday, November 12, 2017. 

 
URGENT! CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED. NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
We need you! Please join our choir as voices are needed. You do not have to 
be an elaborate singer. The Holy Spirit will come down and assist anyone who 
is interested in singing for the Glory of God. Anyone who is willing to 
assist/join the choir please see Fr. Michael. The Choir needs you! 
 
 
 
 
 
Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, or this is your first visit to an Orthodox 
Church, we are pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion is 
reserved for baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians, all are 
invited to receive the "ANTIDORON" (blessed bread) which is not a sacrament, 
but is a reminder of the "agape feast" that followed worship in the early Church. 
After the Divine Liturgy this morning, please join us in the Church Hall for 
fellowship and refreshments. We hope that you will return often to worship with 
us, to grow in Christ and in our Orthodox Faith.  For any spiritual, religious, or 
sacramental matters, please contact Fr. Michael (607) 795-1474. For any 
building, facility or church property issues, please contact Parish Council 
President Steve Anastos, (607) 296-9799. Deadline for suggestions for the 
bulletin is 12:00 noon on Thursday. 


