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Epistle Reading  Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands
of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever
believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they
even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that
as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also
gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted
with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up and all
who were with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they
arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, "Go and stand
in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life."

Gospel Reading John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said to them: "Peace be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus
said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | send
you." And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them: "Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained." Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him: "We have seen
the Lord." But he said to them: "Unless | see in his hands the print of the nails, and
place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, | will not
believe." Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said:
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but
believing."” Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have
life in his name.



Message from Fr. Michael....
Dearly Beloved Faithful in the Lord:

Christos Anesti! Meci Hakum! Christos Imviat! Christos Vaskrese! Christ is risen! Ha
kakum! Alithos Anesti! Voistene Vaskrese! Adverat Imviat! Truly He is risen! The
Sunday of Thomas is also known as Antepascha. Today, the feast of Pascha draws to a
close. However, we will continue to sing joyous paschal hymns until the feast of our
Lord's Holy Ascension. This past week which followed Pascha was known as "Bright
Week," which was derived from the Latin "Dominica in Albis." for in ancient years the
newly baptized wore white robes from the day of their baptism, from Holy Saturday
until the Sunday of Antepascha. Today we commemorate the incident which occurred
eight days after Christ's first appearance to His disciples. Thomas was not present at
that event. He refused to believe, Christ appeared to all of the disciples. The Lord said
to Thomas, "reach here with thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach here with thy
hand, and thrust it into my side: and do not be faithless, but believing” (John 20:27).
Let no one be turned away from the Paschal feast. Christ died for us and now is risen
in triumphant glory. For those who fasted and those who did not, the darkness has
past and God's glory now shines!

The Lord does not force us to believe in Him. Instead, He invites all to follow Him. Many
follow Him freely. The Lord respects the freedom of will with which we were created.
Unfortunately, many continue to reject Him. Unbelievers will continue to formulate
plans to contradict the Lord's teachings. Scholars and some scientists may run the
words of our Lord through their man-made computers in vain attempts to prove that
those words are not authentic. Conventions will organize in an attempt to refute Christ
and challenge the Lord's teachings. The unbelievers, will continue to hear the voice of
Thomas crying, "My Lord and my God."

Thomas' initial disbelief when he stated, "unless | see | will not believe" is motivated by
faithlessness. We must possess an attitude of faithfulness. How could schools of
higher learning function with an attitude of faithlessness? How could teachers or
professors prove to their students that Napolean, Socrates, Plato, Eisenhower, and
Lincoln actually lived? We live and are moved by the confidence that others have in us
and the confidence we have in them. Ten fellow apostles of Thomas, whom he had
known for at least three years, assured him that they had seen the Lord. Their
testimony was true. Their was a general consensus amongst them. There was an
agreement amongst them as to what they witnessed. These men were quite

rational. However, Thomas refused to believe without seeing. Many people today
repeat the words of Thomas, especially those who would destroy the major doctrines
of the Christian faith. If people are going to take this attitude of "l won't believe it
unless | seeit," one would think that they would at least bother to investigate more
carefully. Let us not be as a doubting Thomas. He began to comment upon the
"writings" of Socrates, noting that Christ wrote nothing. At a hotel in New York City a
person was complaining about business. Someone said, "Don't worry; the rich will die
just as we will, and their wealth won't do them any good in the future life.” For truly
they cannot take such wealth with them. On the Sunday of Thomas, we hear how our
Lord has concern even for one soul in that He condescends to the doubting Thomas,
permitting him to see and touch Him, thus verifying the truth of the resurrection. "Be
not faithless," He says, "but believing." St. John Chrysostom wrote "In beholding the
infidelity of the disciples, we see and understand the great love of our Lord, who
lowered Himself to the test of a faithless disciple." When Thomas saw the Lord, he
instantly believed, crying out, "My Lord and my God!" The reply of our Lord was
intended for each of us: "Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have believed"
(John 20:29). "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).
May we transcend to great spiritual heights through our belief in our risen Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. God has given me a wonderful spiritual flock, you, my beloved
brothers and sisters. Thank you for attending church today and thank you for having
attended the Holy Week services! May God bless you for this!

Believing in Him, | remain in His service, prayerfully,
Your fervent supplicant,
+Fr. Michael



Thomas Sunday

Though the doors were shut at the dwelling
where the disciples were gathered for fear of the
| Jews on the evening of the Sunday after the
. Passover, our Saviour wondrously entered and
- stood in their midst, and greeted them with His
customary words, "Peace be unto you." Then
y He showed unto them His hands and feet and
§ side; furthermore, in their presence, He took
some fish and a honeycomb and ate before
¥l them, and thus assured them of His bodily
Resurrection. But Thomas, who was not then
& present with the others, did not believe their

testimony concerning Christ's Resurrection, but
said in a decisive manner, "Except | shall see in
His hands the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into His side, | will not believe." Wherefore after eight days, that is, on
this day, when the disciples were again gathered together and Thomas was
with them, the Lord Jesus came while the doors were shut, as He did formerly.
Standing in their midst, He said, "Peace be unto you"; then He said to Thomas,
"Bring hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and bring hither thy hand, and
thrust it into My side: and be not unbelieving, but believing." And Thomas,
beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master, cried out
with faith, "My Lord and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed the two natures
- human and divine - of the God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29). This
day is called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha,” not "in opposition
to Pascha") because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church
consecrates every Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, that
is, the Resurrection.

Crescens the Martyr

This Martyr was from Myra of Lycia, born of an illustrious family. Of his own
accord he went amidst the idolaters and admonished them to leave off their
futile religion and worship the only true God, Who is worshipped by the
Christians; for this he was arrested. When asked by the ruler what his name
and lineage were, the Saint would answer only that he was a Christian;
counseled to offer sacrifice to the idols, he refused. For this, he was hung up
and beaten, was scraped, and then was cast into fire, in which he gave up his
holy soul into the hands of God, though not even the hair of his head was
harmed by the flames.

Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha in the Plagal First Mode

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and
to those in the tombs He has granted life.



FATHER MICHAEL REQUESTS...that we, as a faithful community keep the
following individuals in our prayers: Lilly Kashou, Issam Kashou, Suzanne
Vaishnani, daughter of Ted Simon, and Presbytera Magdalena Michalopulos.
Please notify Fr. Michael if you have anyone else who should be included for
special prayers. May they be under the grace and tender watch of our Lord.

We are looking for a Sunday School teacher for our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade
students. Mrs. Cholly Kashou resigned from teaching due to her many busy
family commitments and responsibilities. We thank her for dedication and
service for this past year. If anyone is interested in teaching this Sunday
School class, please see Mrs. Athena Mavromatis Papathomas or Fr.
Michael.

Wisdom of the Fathers

For though the Apostles themselves modestly ascribe it all to this cause,
declaring that they did these things in the name of Christ, yet at the same time
the life and noble conduct of the men helped to produce this effect. "And
believers were more added unto the Lord, multitudes both of men and women."
Observe, how he now no longer tells the number of them that believe; at such
a rate was the faith making way even to an immense multitude, and so widely
was the Resurrection proclaimed. So then "the people magnified them:" but
they were now no longer lightly to be despised as once they were: for in a little
moment, at a single turn of the scale, such have been the effects produced by
the fisherman and by the publican! Earth was become a heaven, for manner of
life, for boldness of speech, for wonders, for all besides; like Angels were they
looked upon with wonder.

St. John Chrysostom
Homily 12 on Acts IV, 4th Century

For great is the dignity of the priests. ... And hold them very exceedingly in
honor; for you indeed care about your own affairs, and if you order them well,
you give no account for others.

St. John Chrysostom
Homily 86, 4th Century

Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, or this is your first visit to an Orthodox Church, we
are pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion is reserved for baptized and
chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians, all are invited to receive the "ANTIDORON"
(blessed bread) which is not a sacrament, but is a reminder of the "agape feast" that
followed worship in the early Church. After the Divine Liturgy this morning, please join us
in the Church Hall for fellowship and refreshments. We hope that you will return often to
worship with us, to grow in Christ and in our Orthodox Faith. For any spiritual, religious, or
sacramental matters, please contact Fr. Michael (607) 795-1474. For any building, facility
or church property issues, please contact the Parish Council President or a member of the
council. Deadline for suggestions for the bulletin is 12:00 noon on Thursday.



