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Epistle Reading Corinthians 6:12-20

Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for
me," but | will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach
for food" -- and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality,
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up
by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | therefore
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not
know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, asiitis
written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him.  Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body;
but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God.

Gospel Reading Luke 15:11-32

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said
to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me." And he divided his
living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he
had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he
went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no
one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, '"How many of my father's hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but | perish here with hunger! | will arise and go to
my father, and | will say to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants." And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son." But the father
said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and Kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." And they began to make
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has received him safe and sound." But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years | have served you,
and | never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that | might make merry
with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots,
you killed for him the fatted calfl’ And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was found.™



Message from Fr. Michael.....

Dearly Beloved Faithful:

Today is the Sunday of the Prodigal Son is the second Sunday of a three-week
period (Triodion period) prior to the beginning of Great Lent. Last Sunday, the
services of the Church began to include hymns from the Triodion, a liturgical book
that contains the services from the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee. Much
like the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, the theme of this Sunday is
repentance, and the focus on the parable of the Prodigal Son leads Orthodox
Christians to think about the need for repentance to help strengthen our relationship
with the Lord. The name for this Sunday is taken from the parable of our Lord Jesus
Christ found in today's Gospel reading. The parable is the story of a man and his two
sons. The youngest of the sons asks his father to give him his inheritance. The father
does this, and soon after the son leaves and journeys to a distant country. After the
younger son arrives, he squanders all of his possessions with loose living. Within a
short period of time, he uses up his inheritance. An unexpected famine occurs, but
he has nothing left and falls into greater need. He is able to find work feeding pigs,
but this does not improve his situation. The Scriptures say, “He would gladly have
filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, but no one gave him anything”.
The parable says that in the middle of these terrible times, he realized that his
father’s hired servants have enough to eat and food to spare, while he agonizes with
hunger. He says, “I will arise and go to my father and will say to him, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you, and | am no longer worthy to be called your
son. Make me like one of your hired servants™). He returned to his father. As he
approached his father who saw him from a great distance. The father had
compassion on his son, ran to meet him, hugged him, and kissed him. The son
admitted his sinfulness and his unworthiness to be called a son, but in his joy at the
return of his son, the father called his servants to bring the best robe, a ring for his
son’s finger, and sandals for his feet. He also called for the fatted calf to be killed for
a feast. He exclaimed, “For this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found”. While they were feasting and celebrating the return of the prodigal son, the
older son comes and inquires about what is happening. He is told that his brother
had returned and that his father has received him with a feast. The older brother
becomes angry and will not go in to the feast. The father comes out and pleads with
him, but the older son answers by saying he has been faithful to his father for many
years and yet the father never gave him the opportunity for such feasting. He
expresses his anger and jealousy over his brother who was received in such a
manner after he foolishly spent his inheritance. The father responds by telling his
oldest son, “You are always with me, and all that | have is yours. It was right that we
should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and
was lost and is found”. The parable of the Prodigal Son forms an icon of repentance
at its different stages. Sin is exile, Repentance is the return from exile to our true
home; it is to receive back our inheritance and freedom in the Father’s house. But
repentance implies action: “l will rise up and go...” (v. 18). To repent is not just to feel
dissatisfied, but to make a decision and to act upon it. In the words of our Lord, we
also learn of three things through this parable: the condition of the sinner, the rule of
repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion. The reading of this parable
follows the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of
the Prodigal Son our own sinful condition, we might come to our senses and return to
God through repentance. For those who have fallen into great despair over their sins
thinking that there is no forgiveness, this parable offers hope. Our Heavenly Father is
patiently and lovingly waiting for our return. There is no sin that can overcome His
love for us. This parable gives us a clear spiritual view into the world in which we live.
We live in a world where the activities of people pull us away from God. It is a world



of chasing after materialism, a world of craving for foods and drinks that do not
satisfy, a world of chaos and a world consumed with deceit and sin. It is the exact
opposite of the world as created by God and potentially recreated by his Son and
Holy Spirit. There is no cure for the evils of our age unless we return to God. The
world in which we live is not a normal world, but a wasteland. The struggles of this
life become readily apparent as we see that in this world and with alienation from
God that can happen when sin reigns in our lives. When we encounter sin in our
lives, we lose the joy of communion with God, we sinfully stain ourselves and lose
our spiritual beauty, and we find ourselves very far from our real home, our Prayerful
peaceful real life. When we faithfully repent, we realize this, and we express a deep
desire to return, to recover what has been lost from our lives. On this day the Church
reminds us of what we have abandoned and lost, and calls us to find the desire and
power to return. Our Heavenly Father is waiting for our return and ready to receive us
with His loving forgiveness and His eternally saving mercy.

Prayerfully repenting before the Lord, | remain

Your faithful servant in Christ,
+Fr. Michael

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour
has set forth three things for us: the condition of the
\ sinner, the rule of repentance, and the greatness of
God's compassion. The divine Fathers have put
this reading the week after the parable of the
Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing in the person
of the Prodigal Son our own wretched condition --
inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, far from God
and His Mysteries -- we might at last come to our
senses and make haste to return to Him by
repentance during these holy days of the Fast.
Furthermore, those who have wrought many great
iniquities, and have persisted in them for a long
time, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there
can no longer be any forgiveness for them; and so
being without hope, they fall every day into the
same and even worse iniquities. Therefore, the
divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from the hearts of such
people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the present parable at the
forecourts of the Fast, to show them the surpassing goodness of God's compassion,
and to teach them that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -- that can
overcome at any time His love for man.

Isidore of Pelusium

This Saint was from Alexandria and was a disciple of Saint John Chrysostom. He struggled
in asceticism in a monastery at Mount Pelusium, and became abbot of the monks struggling
in that monastery. He wrote a great many epistles replete with divine grace, wisdom, and
much profit. Over 2,000 of them are preserved in Volume 78 of Migne's (PG 78:177-1646);
according to some, he wrote over 3,000 epistles, according to others, 10,000. He reposed
on February 4, 440.



FATHER MICHAEL REQUESTS...that we, as a faithful community keep the
following individuals in our prayers: Michalena (Skiadas) Sukenik, Suzanne
Vaishnani, daughter of Ted Simon, and Presbytera Magdalena Michalopulos. Please
notify Fr. Michael if you have anyone else who should be included for special
prayers. May they be under the grace and tender watch of our Lord.

First Saturday of Souls services - February 10, 2018

(Annunciation Church): Feast of St. Haralambos the Martyr

Orthros 9 AM Divine Liturgy 9:45 AM. All are invited! If you have not already
provided your names of your departed loved ones to Fr. Michael, please do so. The
names will be commemorated at the memorial service at the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy on that day. If you wish that the names be read, you should be in attendance
at the service as we must pray together for the departed souls.

Second Saturday of Souls services - February 17, 2018

(Holy Trinity Church, Binghamton, NY): Feast of St. Theodore the Tyro

Divine Liturgy 10:15 AM. All are invited! If you have not already provided your names
of your departed loved ones to Fr. Michael, please do so. The names will be
commemorated at the memorial service at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on
that day. If you wish that the names be read, you should be in attendance at the
service as we must pray together for the departed souls.

Third Saturday of Souls services - February 24, 2018

(Annunciation Church): Feast of the Kollyva Miracle

Orthros 9 AM Divine Liturgy 9:45 AM. All are invited! If you have not already
provided your names of your departed loved ones to Fr. Michael, please do so. The
names will be commemorated at the memorial service at the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy on that day. If you wish that the names be read, you should be in attendance
at the service as we must pray together for the departed souls.

GREAT LENT BEGINS ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19th!

Salutations to the Theotokos service: Friday, February 23, 2018
7:15 pm

JOY/HOPE meeting for our youth during the Coffee Hour Fellowship on Sunday,
February 11, 2018.

At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy today, February 4, our beloved
PHILOPTOCHOS will be hosting a fundraising spaghetti dinner. Please join us!

Next Sunday, at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, February 11, in our fellowship
hall, Mr. Panagiotis Sousouris, will be hosting a luncheon in honor of the anniversary
of the passing of his son, Anesti. Please join us on this occasion! May Anesti's
memory be eternal! Our prayers and best wishes go out to the entire Sousouris
family.

Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, or this is your first visit to an Orthodox Church, we are
pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion is reserved for baptized and chrismated
(confirmed) Orthodox Christians, all are invited to receive the "ANTIDORON" (blessed bread) which
is not a sacrament, but is a reminder of the "agape feast" that followed worship in the early Church.
After the Divine Liturgy this morning, please join us in the Church Hall for fellowship and
refreshments. We hope that you will return often to worship with us, to grow in Christ and in our
Orthodox Faith. For any spiritual, religious, or sacramental matters, please contact Fr. Michael
(607) 795-1474. For any building, facility or church property issues, please contact the Parish
Council President or a member of the council. Deadline for suggestions for the bulletin is 12:00
noon on Thursday.



